
 
 
DFG funded PhD Positions in Tumor Biology (Würzburg/Germany) 

 
We are looking for two talented and highly motivated Ph.D. students to work on novel tumor 
therapies. The two projects are based on the concept that nearly all solid tumors are driven by 
enhanced expression of the transcription factor MYC and require high MYC levels for growth. 
Our groups have identified new mechanisms that control MYC function during the cell cycle 
and found cellular processes that are critical for the growth MYC-driven tumors, but not of 
normal cells. The proposed projects aim to translate these findings into new strategies to 
eradicate MYC-driven tumors.  
 
The projects are funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) via the Research 
group (FOR2314 – Targeting therapeutic windows in essential cellular processes for tumor 
therapy; https://www.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/for2314/startseite/). The work will take 
place at the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology that is part of the Biocenter. 
Within the institute, there are several groups working on different aspects of tumor biology 
(https://www.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/molbio/), all of which maintain a close collaboration 
with the University hospital for their translational research programs. The institute provides an 
excellent research environment and has state-of-the-art core units for genomics (NGS), 
advanced light microscopy, proteomics, metabolomics as well as organoid and mouse work. 
For further information: https://www.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/molbio/research-groups/. 
 
We offer: 
We offer two positions in an ambitious, multi-disciplinary and teamwork-oriented institute. One 
position will be in the group of Martin Eilers, the other in the group of Armin Wiegering, a 
clinician scientist. The Ph.D. theses will be part of a structured Ph.D. program including thesis 
committees mentored by the “Graduate School of Life Since” (GSLS; 
https://www.graduateschools.uni-wuerzburg.de/life-sciences/startseite/). Both students will 
work closely with students in other research programs such as the Graduiertenkolleg 
(https://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/grk2243/home/) and the Mildred-Scheel-Centre for Cancer 
Research (https://www.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/msnz/startseite/).  
 
Requirements: 
Applicants should possess a Master degree in any of the life sciences with a strong background 
in biochemistry or molecular biology. Since our working environment is international with 
worldwide collaborations, excellent English skills are mandatory.  
 
Contact: 
Salary will be according to the Collective Agreement for the Public Service of German States, 
TV-L. Disabled applicants will be preferentially considered in case of equivalent qualifications. 
 
Applicants should provide an application including a brief cover letter describing their previous 
research experience and interests, CV, certificates and the contact details of two references. 
Please submit the application as single pdf file via email to sandra.stoudek@uni-wuerzburg.de, 
please apply until 15.3.2019. 
 


